
 

A good poll starts with a good question.  It has to be simple and clear or people will not 
vote.  Your question may make sense to you but run it by some friends to see if they get it.  
A wrongly placed word or comma, can make the difference between your TapCast going 
viral or going nowhere.  Don’t rush this part.  The question has to be 130 characters or less.  
You have an additional box to add an explanation to your question, but most voters will not 
read the longer explanation.  Here are some  examples: 

Step 1 - The Question

The 4 steps of creating a viral poll

CREATING A GREAT 
TAPCAST

An effective poll depends on the clarity of the question, easy to understand voting choices, how defined the voting 
area (constituency) is and how long polls stay open.  All four dimensions are important for a poll to go viral.

Exmple 1:
What is the best restaurant?   - Vague & broad  
What is the best upscale restaurant in Dallas?   - better
Exmple 2:
What’s better: diet soda or regular soda?   - vague, taste or nutrition?  
Do you prefer the taste of diet soda or regular soda?   - better

Exmple 2:
Did Anna Sophia Robb make a good Carrie?   - Vague. Who are these people? 
Did Anna Sophia Robb make a good Carrie Bradshaw on the CW channel’s “The Carrie Diaries”?   - better

Step 2 - The  Answers
The answers or voting choices have to be clear.  The answers complete the question.  
Think of the question & answers as two sides of the same coin.  A well-formed question 
with well researched (relevant) answers makes voting easier. 

...and your answers or voting options will change
We believe that in a true democracy, voters shouldn’t be restricted to the ballot.  An-
swers should be crowdsourced from all.  So, any voter on AyeTap can add a voting 
choice onto the ballot.  The collective wisdom of all will shape & evolve a poll to reflect 
what the majority wants. 
Reasons why crowdsourced voting options make a poll better:



 

Reason 1:  rigging the polls
Polls today can be skewed by the people creating them. Say Acme Media Corp creates a poll asking, “What 
is the best magazine in Ohio?” with the possible answers:
The Toledo Rag
The Ohio Fortnightly
Acme owns both magazines and so no matter who wins, they claim they own the best magazine in Ohio.  It’s 
easy to manipulate voters if you control both the question and the answers.  But on AyeTap, voters can 
add to the ballot and the original options may get knocked out and then we’ll know what the people of Ohio 
think is the best magazine.

Reason 2:  not knowing all the answers
Many times, the person creating the poll may not know all the possible answers.  But the collective wisdom of 
the majority is greater than the individual who created the TapCast. 
Question:  “What is the most fun city in Florida for spring break?”
Answers:   Miami,  Daytona
You created this poll based on your experiences, but others have more travel (or spring break) experience 
than you.  So, someone adds: “Clearwater”  You didn’t know Clearwater exists, so you couldn’t put it on the 
ballot.  But a random person has just made your poll more accurate and relevant.

Step 3 - The Area
You then specify the voting area i.e. define the constituency, so only people living within 
that area can vote on your TapCast.  If your poll is about a specific city or state (“should 

we build a dog park in downtown Tampa?), then you should limit voting to people who 
live in Tampa. If you allow people from Dallas to vote, it’s going to skew the results and 

you won’t know what Tampa wants, nor will you be able to convince the Mayor of 
Tampa to build the dog park because the whole world has voted.

You can define your voting area by an area code, state or the whole country.

Step 4 - The Time
Pick a date and time when you want voting to end.  This can important for some polls 
which are time sensitive e.g. A poll like “Who will win the Oscars?“ should end before 
the Oscars start.  For some polls, the end date may not matter.
No matter the end date, if people don’t vote on your poll, it will get get shut down. 

Finally - Tap Three People
Lastly, you will invite (tap) 3 friends to be the first voters (or nominees) for your TapCast.  

Choose carefully as all three MUST vote for your poll to go live.  By voting, 
they are nominating your TapCast as being relevant and only then will it become public.


